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The Aerial Refueling Systems Advisory Group
(ARSAG) celebrated its thirtieth anniversary at the
ARSAG ’08 conference in Orlando, 7-10 Apr. More
than four hundred delegates representing nineteen
nations’ defense forces and aerospace industries

gathered in an open
forum to exchange up-to-
date information
regarding aerial refueling.
Keynote speaker for the
conference was Air
Commodore Ian Elliott,

RAF. Col Robert Thomas, Commander, 6th AMW and
Installation Commander, MacDill AFB welcomed
delegates to Florida. The conference included
forward-thinking briefings and reports on technical
and operational aerial refueling topics. Displays
mounted by industry and military participants
highlighted the newest in aerial refueling
developments and plans. Break-out meetings held
throughout the conference week provided rare
opportunities for smaller groups to deliberate.
The success of ARSAG ‘08 is attributable to the
dedication of time, energy and expertise of ARSAG’s
Briefers, Exhibitors, Presenters, Sponsors,
Executive Director, Steering Group, Panel Chairs,
Board of Directors, Staff, Volunteers, Officers and
the delegates who enter enthusiastically into
ARSAG’s spirit of cooperation.

Exhibitors and sponsors included: The Boeing Company,
Northrop Grumman, EADS, Eaton Aerospace, GE Aviation,
Cobham, Lockheed Martin, Jeppesen, Thales, Pratt & Whitney,
Hamilton Sundstrand, Parker Aerospace, BAE Systems, Omega
Air, NAVAIR, Creative Electronic Systems, Symetrics Industries,
DAC International, Raptor Logistics, TNO Defense Security and
Safety, Innovation Solutions and Support.
In addition to Air Cdre Ian Elliot, contributors to the success of
ARSAG ’08 included: Maj Gen Mark Pillar, SAF/AQ; General
Ronald R. Fogleman, USAF (Ret); Captain James Paulsen, USN;
Maj Gen Michael Lynch, HQ ACC; Lt Gen Charles H. Coolidge, Jr.,
USAF (Ret); Lt Gen John Sams, Jr., USAF (Ret); John Allen, Deputy
Director, FSS FAA; Maj Gen John Becker, USAF (Ret); Maj Gen
Wayne Hodges, USAF (Ret); Brig Gen Rufus Forrest, (Ret); Maj Gen
George N. Williams, USAF (Ret); Maj Gen Silas (Si) Johnson, Jr.,
USAF (Ret); and Maj Gen James l Baginski, USAF (Ret).

From the desk of the Chairman:

As most of you know, John Sams retired from Boeing
earlier this year and has left his elected position with
ARSAG. John had been a Member of the Board of
Directors since we formed the current ARSAG
organizational structure several years ago. Over that
time, no one has contributed more to the growth,
effectiveness, and stature of ARSAG than John. His
vision, his leadership, and his tremendous ability to
identify and correct problems have brought ARSAG
to what it is today -- the widely acclaimed
international forum working complex technical
issues related to all aspects of aerial refueling.

John's career is a wonderful American success story.
Growing up as a true southern gentleman in South
Carolina, his military life started as a Cadet on the
parade field of The Citadel
and culminated with his
retirement from active duty
36 years later as Lieutenant
General John B. Sams, Jr.
United States Air Force,
Commander, 15th Air Force,
where he was responsible for
half of the nation's air
mobility assets and global
airlift mission. During this
period, he accumulated over
6,000 flying hours, including 700 combat hours in
Viet Nam, in numerous aircraft including the T-29, C-
7A, B-1, B-52, KC-135, C-141, C-5, and E-4A/B aircraft.
He held command positions at all organizational
levels and was Vice Commander of Air Mobility
Command prior to his last assignment at 15th Air
Force. Following his Air Force career, John's working
life shifted to a second career with Boeing; he
recently retired as Vice President, Air Force
Programs.

Widely known and highly respected throughout the
Federal Government and International Aerospace
Industry, John is a friend and a mentor who touched
so many of us. We at ARSAG will miss his presence
on the Board greatly, but his contributions to the
organization will continue to bear fruit. ARSAG is a
far better group because of him. We wish John and
Suzie all the best as they now have a bit more time to
cruise the beautiful waters around Charleston.

Martin L. Vukich
Chairman of the Board, ARSAG International
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FAA lauds Air Force synthetic fuel team
by Mike Wallace 88th Air Base Wing Public Affairs

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio (AFPN) -- The Air
Force team that developed a blend of petroleum and
synthetic fuel for the B-52 Stratofortress received the
Federal Aviation Administration's 2007 Excellence in
Aviation Research Award at a ceremony March 14 in
the Air Force Research Laboratory's Propulsion
Directorate here.
Barry Scott, the director of the FAA Research and
Technology Development Office, presented the award
trophy to Maj. Gen. Curtis M. Bedke, the AFRL
commander, and Jon Ogg, the director of Engineering
and Technical Management for the Air Force Materiel
Command, who accepted on behalf of the U.S. Air
Force B-52 Aircraft Fischer-Tropsch Fuels Research
Team.
The Excellence in Aviation Award is given for research
that results in more efficient or safer flying operations.
We give this award annually, and in the 10 years we've
given it, this was the first unanimous choice," Mr.
Scott said.
The FAA based its award on the team's overall effort
to certify the B-52 for use of the 50/50 fuel blend of JP-
8 and a synthetic fuel, or synfuel, derived from natural
gas by the Fischer-Tropsch process. The B-52 effort
resulted in the certification of more than 60 different
materials, and supports the near-term certification of
additional aircraft, including the C-17 Globemaster III,
F-22 Raptor, and B-1B Lancer. March 19 a B-1B
became the Air Force's first aircraft to fly at
supersonic speed using a 50/50 blend of synthetic and
petroleum fuel. The flight occurred over the White
Sands Missile Range airspace in south-central New
Mexico but took off from Dyess Air Force Base in
Abilene, Texas.
The certification process so far has detected no
significant differences in performance, flight safety,
durability, ground handling or storage between
synfuel and conventional JP-8.
Development of synfuel is a significant effort in the Air
Force's quest to find a source of domestically
produced, assured fuels, which would be sufficient for
the Air Force to perform its national defense mission if
current, overseas petroleum sources are threatened.
Other motivations include fuel prices and
environmental concerns.
In addition, the B-52 certification supports the
commercial aviation industry's Commercial Aviation
Alternative Fuels Initiative through information
sharing and integration of commercial and military
efforts.
The Air Force B-52 aircraft FT fuels research team
includes members of AFRL; Oklahoma City Air
Logistics Center at Tinker AFB, Okla.; Air Force Flight
Test Center at Edwards AFB, Calif.; Arnold
Engineering Development Center, Tenn.; Air Force
Petroleum Agency at Fort Belvoir, Va.; Headquarters
AFMC at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio; Headquarters

Air Force, including the Assistant Secretary of the Air
Force for Acquisition; and the University of Dayton
Research Institute, Ohio.
In accepting the award, Mr. Ogg said, "This is a great
day ultimately for the nation. It's historic in a sense,
and a springboard for synthetic fuel. It opens doors
for further certification."
We are accepting for a heck of a lot of people -- there
are an awful lot of you, unnamed but not
unappreciated," said General Bedke. He also gave
much credit to Secretary of the Air Force Michael W.
Wynne, whom he said remarked early on, "Let's do it."
General Bedke said the team not only "did it," but also
now has the goal of certifying "every single plane in
the inventory by 2011.
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by Master Sgt. Burke Baker, 151st Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs
DAVIS-MONTHAN
AIR FORCE BASE,
Ariz. (AFPN) -- One
of only two
remaining KC-
135 E model
Stratotankers
of the Utah Air
National Guard
was delivered
to its final
resting place
April 24 to
officials of the 309th Aerospace Maintenance and
Regeneration Group at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base.
The aircraft touched down onto the Arizona flightline,
its maintenance and service records were signed over
to a 309th AMARG official, and the aircraft was
prepped for induction into what has to be considered
aircraft heaven, otherwise known as the "boneyard."
The "boneyard" is a 2,600 acre facility that got its start
in 1946 storing World War II bombers and cargo
planes, and has since grown into a modern, high-tech
industrial organization managing an inventory of more
than 4,460 aircraft, 29 aerospace vehicles and 350,000
line items of aircraft production tooling. The group's
services include aircraft storage and disposition, parts
reclamation and restoration to flight-level
maintenance.
However, the fact that these aircraft will be stored
provides little solace for those who flew them.
"This day may not mean much to some, but I have
personally been flying that aircraft since 1983," said
Col. Kelvin Findlay, the Utah Air National Guard's
151st Air Refueling Wing commander. "You become
attached to an aircraft with such an impressive track
record. It literally becomes a friend."
Tail number 60-0327 rolled off the Boeing assembly
plant in 1960, originally serving the active Air Force
and then the 191st Air Refueling Squadron of the Utah
Air National Guard.


