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ARSAG '08 Conference
Plans Being Completed

Plans for the ARSAG '08 conference to be held 7
— 10 April in Orlando FL are being finalized. A
detailed agenda will be published soon.

Conference registration:

You may register for the conference at ARSAG’s
website: www.arsaginc.com.  Alternatively,
contact arsaginc@earthlink.net to receive a
registration form. You may return the form by
mail, fax or e-mail.

Hotel reservations:

Please make room reservations directly with the
hotel, identifying yourself as an attendee of the
Aerial Refueling Systems Advisory Group (ARSAG).
(It is important that you identify yourself as an
ARSAG conference attendee so that you receive our
special room rate and so that ARSAG receives credit
for your stay, as required in our contract.) Direct
reservations toll-free number: 1-800-627-8258; or call
the hotel at: 407 996-9700, and ask for
“Reservations” The ARSAG government room rate is
$99; the ARSAG industry room rate is $129.

Please be aware there are two (2) Rosen Hotels on
International Drive, each adjacent to the Orange
County Convention Center.

The ARSAG Conference is being held at the Rosen
PLAZA Hotel, 9700 International Drive. across from
Pointe Orlando and the Capital Grille.

ARSAG 08 Exhibits

The exhibit spaces for ARSAG ’'08 are filling
qguickly. The exhibit space at the Rosen Plaza is
particularly spacious and attractive. All pre-
conference coffee service, mid-morning and
mid-afternoon break refreshments and
luncheons on Tuesday and Wednesday will be
served in the exhibit space. In addition, the gala
Exhibitors’ Reception on Tuesday evening
allows conference attendees another
opportunity to visit the displays and talk with the
exhibitors’ representatives.

If you wish to highlight your organization with
an exhibit at the ARSAG ’'08 conference in
Orlando, please contact Janet Kalt at 937 431-
8106, 937 760-7407 or arsaginc@earthlink.net

February ‘08

Notes from the Chairman:

ARSAG '08 is just around the corner. Following
the January planning meeting and Joint
Standardization Board review in Washington,
the agenda and slate of speakers are virtually
complete. Our Executive Director will be
providing that information to you shortly. It is
going to be an interesting and informative
meeting with something for everyone in aerial
refueling -- from the operators to the maintainers
to the airframers.

While the real purpose and main thrust of our
conference will continue to be reports on
progress and status of the various technical
panel projects and papers, we welcome anyone
in our community to come, listen, and even offer
their views.

| encourage all of our core members and
participants to invite their colleagues and
professional associates to come and join us.
Each year we are always pleased to receive
glowing comments from someone attending for
the first time, particularly from those senior
military officers and industry executives who
were unaware of the great work by ARSAG on
international specifications and standards in all
areas of aerial refueling. ARSAG is an open
forum. We are always receptive to ideas and
requests for work in areas where there are aerial
refueling challenges and where there might be a
need for improvement. Contact any of us: me,
Members of the Board, the Executive Director --
anytime. We look forward to hearing from you.

Martin L. Vukich, Chairman of the Board of Directors,
ARSAG International.

Request for News Articles

ARSAG serves as a primary means of
communication for international and inter-service
members of the aerial refueling community.

You can help us keep our membership updated on
all the latest developments in aerial refueling by
sending news of your organization for inclusion in
the monthly ARSAG newsletter. We welcome photos.
(Please send photos individually in PDF format.)
Send to: arsaginc@earthlink.net



A330 MRTT - Further Progress in
Developing Advanced Concepts

Flight-testing of the A330 MRTT, the first

production aircraft for the Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF), has continued at a fast pace and
initial handling and performance evaluation are
as predicted.

All aerodynamic tests for the A330 MRTT have
been completed successfully, as well as testing
of handling quality, performance, loads,
autopilot and anemometry. An important feature
of the process included flutter testing up to
Vd=0.93, and the flight envelope has been fully
cleared.

In the next few days Civil Certification flight
tests with the European Aviation Safety Agency
(EASA) are scheduled to be performed.

As part of the tests hose stability data gathering
has been completed and pre-contact position
trials conducted with an F-18 fighter aircraft.

The government of Saudi Arabia has recently
signed a contract for three A330 MRTTs to

upgrade their AAR fleet. It has also been
selected by the UAE and the UK.

The KC-30 that has been proposed to the USAF
by Northrop Grumman as a replacement for the
KC-135 is based on the A330 MRTT.

In the meantime the EADS A310 Boom
Demonstrator aircraft has been conducting
proximity tests with the A330 MRTT to collect
data relevant to large aircraft refuelling.

The next step will be for the A310 to perform
more dry contacts with an F-16 and a NATO
AWACS E-3A (subject to availability) as a
receiver.

Submitted by: Roy P. Sanders, EADS-CASA.

Photos below submitted by Northrop Grumman:
John Becker and Tim Paynter
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The Aerial Refueling Boom System for the U.S. Air Force’s
KC-30 Tanker makes the first in-flight contact with a receiver
aircraft Dec. 5. 2007.

The Sargent Fletcher 900-series hose and drogue refueling pods
planned for the KC-30 Tanker are currently used on U.S., German and
Canadian Air Force tankers, which illustrates Northrop Grumman’s low-
risk approach to the KC-30 Tanker for the US Air Force.



Fuel for thought

By Felix Sanchez

The race to build the KC-X aerial tanker jet is
coming down to the wire.

The U.S. Air Force wants to begin replacing its
aging fleet of more than 500 KC-135 refueling
planes with an initial buy of 179 KC-X planes.
This work is worth an estimated $40 billion. But
the winner would also be the favorite for the
remaining KC-Y and KC-Z competitions that will
ultimately replace the entire tanker fleet. Total
potential value: $100 billion, not to mention
additional work for maintenance and upgrades
to the jets.

The Air Force now says it likely will select the
contract winner—Boeing or the team of
European Aeronautic Defense and Space Co.
(EADS) and Northrop Grumman—in the first
guarter of 2008.

“We have developed a very compelling proposal
for the Air Force,” said Mark McGraw, vice
president for Tanker Programs. “Our KC-767
would provide unrivaled capability and
operational flexibility to the warfighter. It's the
lowest risk to the Air Force, by far. And for the
taxpayer, it represents the absolute best value.”

Boeing has more than 75 years of experience
with tankers, having built, modified and
supported nearly 2,000 for the Air Force and
international customers.

The KC-767 would support more than 44,000
U.S. jobs, and provide work for 300 suppliers in
more than 40 states. It would be built with more
than 85 percent of its parts assembled or
created in the United States. That compares to
the competitor’'s proposed tanker being built in
multiple European countries before being
shipped to the United States for final assembly.

But more important than the economic benefits,
Boeing’'s proposal is best for the customer,
company executives said.

“The KC-767's footprint allows our warfighters
to deploy more tankers, get access to more
bases that are closer to the fight, put more
‘booms’ (refueling devices) in the sky and be
able to offload more fuel,” McGraw said. “We
will be able to deploy, with a full load of fuel,
from more locations around the world than our
competition. That’s a fact.”

At recent events like the Airlift/Tanker
Association Conference and the Paris Air Show,
executives have countered competitor claims
about the KC-30 offering, especially arguments

that its offering, because it’s bigger than the KC-
767, will meet more of the Air Force’s
requirements.

“Bigger is not better,” said Dave Bowman, vice
president and general manager of Boeing Global
Mobility Systems. “It’s not about being bigger—
it's about meeting the Air Force’s mission

requirements. Boeing will deliver the very best
tanker—the best for the mission and the best for
the money.”

Support for Boeing also has come from groups
with technical know-how.

“By all accounts, Boeing’s tanker is the most
technologically advanced in the world, and has
already gained the lion’s share of international
customers based on its advanced fly-by-wire
boom design, 21st century cockpit, generous
fuel capacity and compact size,” said Gregory J.

Junemann, president of the International
Federation of Professional and Technical
Engineers.

On the other hand, the competition’s proposed
tanker is too big to land at many military bases,
Junemann said.

Members of the U.S. Congress also have spoken
on the KC-767's behalf. Said Rep. Todd Tiahrt
(R-Kan.) at Boeing’s Wichita, Kan., site: “When
our sons and daughters strap into the next
tanker, they need to know it was designed, built
and supported by the best in the world.”

Reprinted with permission from the Boeing Frontiers
Magazine

Contact ARSAG at:

ARSAG International
P.O. Box 340638
Beavercreek Oh 45434-0638
Ph: 937 431-8106
Fax: 937 431-8103
Cell: 937 760-7406
E-mail: arsaginc@earthlink.net

Website: www.arsaginc.com



Aerial Refueling Aircraft
Static Display
11 April ‘08

ARSAG has arranged a static display of aerial
refueling aircraft on 11 April at the Sun ‘n Fun
event. ARSAG conference attendees will be
taken by bus to the show on 11 Apr.

ARSAG'’s contact for organizations participating
in the static aircraft display is Col Ken Lewis at
kenneth.lewisjr@travis.af.mil

Sun ‘n Fun Airshow

The Sun 'n Fun Fly-In, Lakeland Linder Regional
Airport (KLAL), Lakeland, FL, 8 thru 13 Apr 2008,
(the "Lakeland Fly-In") is a week-long event that
has evolved over 35 years to become the third
largest annual broad-spectrum aviation event in
the world, behind EAA AirVenture, Oshkosh, WI,
and Farnborough Exposition and Air Show, UK.
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Sun ‘n Fun includes educational forums,
restoration clinics, guest speakers from several
sectors and nightly social functions. Civilian
Experimental Aircraft, Homebuilts, Antiques
(1911-1938), Classics (1939-1955), Rotorcraft,
Ultralights, vintage WW Il and later Warbirds,
and current active duty military aircraft of
several types are on display or in flying
demonstrations. An aerobatic air show begins at
1300 daily from Show Center.

This year Sun ‘n Fun
will also host the
USAF  Thunderbirds, | R
scheduled to fly for 75 w
minutes each day, 11- ”-—

12-13 April.

Military Contract fuel

is available on site with Columbia Air Services.
Maintenance back-up for military participants is
available at, or by AMX personnel from, MacDill
AFB, Tampa, FL, which is 23nm WSW. Typical
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AAR receivers in attendance may include the A-
10, F-15, F-16, V-22 and large helicopters.

On Friday, 11 April, the Sun ‘n Fun Military
Liaison Team (MLT) will host walking tours and
open-air tram tours of
the Fly-In for ARSAG
conventioneers. These
tours will begin at 1030L
for large groups (bus-
riders) and again at
1130L for anyone driving
a POV from the Orlando

area. There is no
admission charge for
ARSAG attendees and
no parking fees will

apply. Lunch is available from various vendors
on the grounds. VIP parking for individual
attendees arriving by POV will be available in the
Charles Lindbergh lot on the grounds. Buses
and larger vehicles will be escorted by MLT
members directly to the flightline from the
Airport Terminal on the north side of the airport.
Sun ‘n Fun is the location of The Florida Air
Museum and tours of that facility can also be
arranged on request.

Any ARSAG attendees who may require
handicapped access/transport or have special
dietary considerations should advise Janet Kalt
of ARSAG or Tom Ostermann (contact info
below) no later than Friday, March 14, 2008.

Further information regarding the event is
available on www.sun-n-fun.org.
Tom Ostermann

Air Show Military Liaison

Mobile (727) 709-0122

24 Bishop Creek Dr., Safety Harbor, FL 34695
tomostermann@hotmail.com

Alt: tomsmail @vaw.blackberry.net

Conference Guest Program

Guests accompanying delegates to the ARSAG
'08 in beautiful Orlando, Florida, will find many
interesting local attractions.

ARSAG is planning guest programs on Tuesday
and Wednesday so that guests may become
acquainted and visit points of interest in the
Orlando area. Buses will be provided.

Guests may register for events at the guests’
welcome desk near the conference delegates’
check-in counter.

Rooms still are available at the Rosen PLAZA
Hotel at the ARSAG government and industry
rates. See Page 1 for phone numbers.



