Memorandum

To:
All Members of the Aerial Refueling Community

From:

Dex Kalt, ARSAG

Date:

18 April ‘05

Subject:
Aerial Refueling Training

The following questionnaire is designed to assist the ARSAG Training Panel in collecting current data about aerial refueling training. Satisfactory aerial refueling  missions, both day and night, are dependent upon thorough and relevant aerial refueling training.

Aerial refueling training impacts missions when the tanker and receiver are from the same organization and when they are from different organizations or countries. Both Initial training and currency training are important to assure safe, successful aerial refueling missions. Joint aerial refueling operations require assurance that participating pilots are trained in aerial refueling and that their training is current.  The differences between aerial refueling systems used by individual countries’ tanker aircraft and receiver aircraft make it necessary to provide familiarization with these systems.

Tools that may assist in familiarizing pilots and crews with differences in aerial refueling hardware, techniques and procedures include briefings, video tapes and simulators. The variables may include night lighting, pressure regulated equipment, status lights, aerial refueling procedures, hose markings. One major difference to be considered is that between a standard hose reel system with automatic hose take-up versus a boom-to-drogue adapter (BDA) kit with no automatic take-up system.

Completing this questionnaire and returning it to the ARSAG Training Panel can greatly benefit the various agencies and countries performing aerial refueling. Russ Hunter, chairman of the ARSAG Training Panel and Thomas Swiderek, co-chair, will be collecting the data and incorporating it in their presentation to the ARSAG ’05 conference in Madrid, 2-6 May. The Training Panel addresses both receiver aircraft aerial refueling pilot training, boom operator training and maintenance training.

Your response and participation in this effort to collect up-to-date data is appreciated. Please forward completed questionnaires and your comments to: Russ Hunter 

